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On April 13, I am going to Lansing to talk to our legislators about the other pandemic
Americans are facing — deaths from gun violence.

I’ve been at this point before, during my time as rector of All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Chicago, I saw first-hand how gun violence kills children, devastates families and shreds the
fabric of local communities.  

African Americans are 18 times more likely to suffer gun violence then their White sisters and
brothers. Our Chicago congregation organized protest memorials and liturgies. We called
attention to the hundreds of young people with black and brown skin who were being killed by
guns. 

This was several years before 26 students and adults were shot and killed at the Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, on Dec. 14, 2012. 

Fast forward to now, and the crisis continues. In Michigan young African Americans are 33
times more likely to experience gun violence than their White counterparts. Sadly, these deaths
often only result in passing news stories. 

Then, tragically, on Nov. 30, 2021, it was Michigan’s turn to experience a mass school shooting.
On that awful day in Oxford, we experienced what many other communities already have —
how gun violence is not just an urban problem or an African American problem. It’s a problem
that transcends, race, class and geography. 

As bishop for 16,000 Episcopalians from Hillsdale to Detroit to West Bloomfield Township to
Trenton, I balance a lot of different perspectives.

I hear from hunters who point out that the more deer they take, the fewer large, four-legged
mammals there are for me to run into with my car.
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I hear from families who live in predominantly White, suburban neighborhoods asking what
they can do so their children don’t have to use an algebra book to disarm an active shooter.

I hear from Black worshippers in Detroit who wonder why it takes the horror of a mass school
shooting to dominate headlines and mobilize people like me to do something to stop gun
violence.

I understand the anger and passion on all sides.

As the daughter of a Marine Corps lieutenant colonel, I know that our freedom is precious. I
know that the Second Amendment is part of something as special as the U.S. Constitution,
which people give their lives to defend.

As a White woman I know that I don’t know what people of color endure.

As a person of faith, I know that spirituality and race are absolutely central to everything we do.

Although my work in Chicago heightened awareness, the gun violence has, sadly, gotten worse.
Our cities in Michigan, especially Detroit, do not have to go down the same road as Chicago.

Since being consecrated as bishop two years ago, I am actively working to break down barriers
to address the root causes of the sin of racism; and the barriers to end gun violence are no
different.

Yes, this issue is complicated by race and economics, by cultural differences and perceived
threats to our American way of life. If ending gun violence was easy, it would have been solved
by now. Except that, while we dally, and our legislators refuse to act, our children keep dying.

I’m done waiting.  

That's why next month I will be in Lansing with my fellow Michigan Episcopal bishops, the Rt.
Rev. Prince Singh and the Rt. Rev. Rayford Ray, to ask our elected representatives to act on the
bills already proposed. These include laws for safe storage, universal background checks and
red flag laws.

Who will join me in finding a cure for this senseless pandemic of gun violence we have brought
on ourselves?

The Rt. Rev. Bonnie A. Perry, bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Michigan

End Gun Violence Michigan


