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Building a Legacy of Giving 
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STORIES OF IMPACT:

Share a Legacy Gift that had 
an impact on you, 

your family or your church?
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What is a Legacy Society?
Why should I care?
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Who are we?
What do we do?
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10 Steps to Launch 
Your Legacy Society

(handout)
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Appoint “Legacy Giving” leadership team 

• 4-5 vestry, former wardens, patriarch/matriarchs
• Financial planners, estate planning attorneys
• Hospitality, party planning/event planning gifts
• Charge them with the remaining steps – or calling us!

TIP – Have some actual LS members!

Step  1
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Decide on a name 

• “[name of church] Legacy Society”
• Or alternatively, something personal or meaningful to 

your congregation, ex:
o Society of the Rock (St. Peter’s)
o The Booth Society (Christ Church Cranbrook)

TIP – Have someone create a logo to help in 
promotions

Step  2
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Add these questions to your pledge cards:

 Please contact me about remembering the church in    
my estate plans 

 I have already remembered the church in my estate 
plans

TIP – Do it every year and follow-up

Step  3
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Send an annual letter to congregation

• Announce/remind about the Legacy Society
• Invite them to consider leaving a gift 
• Who to contact for help getting started
• Use it to share a story of impact, why it’s important

TIP – Do it every year, 6 months-ish before your 
Recognition Event (Step 6)

Step  4
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Calendar an annual Recognition Event

• Chose a day that has some meaning to your 
congregation, ex:
o Founder’s Day or date church was built
o Feast day of your patron saint

TIP – Make it as automatic as Easter or Christmas;
and make sure it’s a ‘good’ date w/o conflicts

Step  5
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Plan the Recognition Event

• Appropriate to the number of guests you expect 
• Doesn’t need to be fancy, but make it meaningful or fun

o Legacy-themed Evensong and a reception
o Dinner and a speaker
o Breakfast at Rector’s House
o Bus trip and a tour

TIP – They don’t need to all come!

Step  6
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Invite those who have self-identified to your 
Recognition Event

• Send private invitations to members of the LS
• Advertise publicly that the event is happening
o Promote in the newsletter/website/bulletin, etc.
o Announce in your weekly services, post on FB, etc., etc.

TIP – Publicly promote but keep it members-only, i.e.
don’t make it a ‘recruiting’ event

Step  7
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*Consider a meaningful gift for LS members

• Icon of your patron saint
• Silver pins
• Replica of Cornerstone, etc.

TIP – Make the gift visible to the congregation - Bless 
the icons at the service before the event, have them 
wear the pin and stand, etc.

Step  8
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Connect with an Estate Planning Attorney

• For people who need help getting started, have an 
estate planning attorney on hand

• Offer free consultation
• Will take people’s call

TIP – Provide inquirers with basic the basic language
the attorney might use.

Step  9
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Repeat!  And get ready for Phase 2!

• Offer classes life and legacy
What is my legacy? Plan your funeral, Write your obituary, Columbarium tour, etc.

• Guest speaker workshops
Planned Giving, Elder Law, POA’s, LTC Planning, etc.

• Expand publicity
Dedicated webpage, LS brochure, etc.

• Administrivia!
Undesignated gift policy, Create an endowment, Endowment policies, etc.

Step  10
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Does this really work?

Church
Started 

with
Grew to*

How 
long?

# of PGS

St. Paul’s Cathedral 20 125 7yrs 2

St. Barthomew’s -0- 55 2yrs 1

Christ Church Cranbrook 40 90 3yrs -0-

• $4-6 million in gifts in estimated gifts
• $200k-$300k in annual income (at a 5% draw)
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How does that work?

For example:

• Average gift is $25k
• 20 households

20 x $25k = $500,000

Yearly 5% draw = $25k per year 
to your operating budget
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TAKE OUT YOUR CALENDAR:

What are 2 steps 
you can schedule today?
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WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

www.edomi.org/legacygiving

mmiliotto@edomi.org

Canon Mark Miliotto
(313) 833-4427 

23


