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“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”

Jesus is leaving them.
They’ve really only just gotten him back.

They have followed him, they were with him when he stood in his hometown
synagogue and read from the prophet Isaiah,

“The Spirit of the Lord God

has anointed me to bring good news to the poor,

to proclaim release to the prisoners,

recovery of sight to the blind

to liberate the oppressed

and to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor—
When all who heard him were astonished by the authority in which he spoke.
They were there.
They were there when he healed the man with the unclean spirits,

There when he laid out his vision for the world—
Blessed are those who are poor for the Kingdom of God is yours
Blessed are those who hunger for you shall be satisfied
Blessed are those who mourn for you shall laugh....

There when he said, “Stop judging and you will not be judged...forgive and you will be
forgiven...”

There when the unclean woman, the one who had been bleeding for 12 years, in
hope and out of desperation touched his garment and was immediately healed and
how he—never rebuked her—instead he praised her for her faith....

They were there and overwhelmed when he told the story of the ever-forgiving
loving father who welcomed back his prodigal son, they saw then the depth of his
care and compassion,

They were there when he broke bread and drank wine with Zacchaeus the

conniving, scamming tax collector and saw afterward how Zacchaeus changed—
they heard him when he said, “The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.”
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They were there for that end—or what they thought was the end—at least the
women stayed. The women watched him writhe in agony, forgive his captors, shout
for help, filled with despair, the women who stayed saw him dead and told the story.

The same women back three days later found the tomb empty and the angels saying,
“Why do you—Tlook for the living among the dead? He is not here he is risen.”

And now for the last 40 days, risen, alive, he has been with them, offering them a
vision of hope and change beyond what their minds could have imagined. Now he is
leaving them, returning to our Lord in Heaven.

What does Jesus say to them before he leaves? What instructions does he offer?

Repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed to all nations beginning in
Jerusalem.

Jesus’ parting directions to his followers, wait for the Holy Spirit it will soon be with
you, go back to Jerusalem and wait there, but when the Holy Spirit has come to you
go out and start to tell this story, the point is to say, “Repentance and forgiveness of
sins is to be preached to all.”

What if we lived our lives, this afternoon, tomorrow morning, evening and the next
day and the day after that—over and over again - with the idea as Jesus said, “Christ
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and a change of heart and life for
the forgiveness of sins must be preached in his name to all nations...”

What if we lived our lives, with our children, our spouse, our friends, colleagues and
with strangers, what if everything about the way we interacted with people
indicated to them and to us that their sins and our sins could indeed be forgiven?

Can you remember a time when someone forgave you? Can you remember a time
when you screwed up:

Massively

Messed up

Fell short

Missed the mark

Sinned and someone forgave you?

Do you remember the sense of hope
Freedom?

The heaviness that lifted?

What dear friends would our lives look like if we began to offer forgiveness? First
and foremost, in all of our relationships. This past week | was making a visit to
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Grace Church in Southgate. Following our question and answer session a long-time
parishioner, an older gentleman with the most gracious affect I've ever encountered
came up to me and said, “You know what we need more than ever? Do you know
what people in our society have stopped doing?”

“No, tell me?”

“He said, “We've forgotten how to forgive each other. So much would change if we
would just remember to do that.”

[ think he’s right. And I also believe part of his gracious, welcoming demeanor is a
result of his belief in being able to forgive and let go of past slights, errors, mistakes

and missteps.

What would it look like if knowing that forgiveness was an option, if we began
readily and openly to own our mistakes and repent?

What would our communities look like, our congregations be like if we began openly
and regularly repenting of our own screw-ups?

If we repented of our biases.

What would happen if we repented of our blindness to the structures that exist in
our world from which some of us may have benefitted?

And what would happen if we lived our lives, ready to forgive?

Lived our lives in such a way that all whom we encountered would have a sense that
from God and from us there is another chance to do things right?

How might our lives change? Our communities be altered?

How about today—we start?

Heaven knows, I always need a second chance. What about you? Amen.
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