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May the God who creates us, redeems us, and sustains us, be with us this day, and
remain with us always. Amen.

Good Morning!

[ just love flash mobs.

Those seemingly impromptu gatherings of people,

who assemble momentarily in a public place, to offer a song, amazing music, a
beautiful dance,

to remind all of us, that we are connected. That we can join in joy,

delight in play and music and revel in being part of something larger than ourselves.
[ have long wanted to create a flash mob. Maybe a group of singers and musicians to
gather in a public place and invite everyone to unite for a time in a surprised
moment of joy.

In the second to last chapter,
of the last book of the bible,
the author, of the Book of Revelation,
describes the new Jerusalem—
the new heaven and the new earth
—the ultimate Kingdom of God,
the ultimate community of God—a gathering of joy and hope--
of everyone in the world
who answers God’s call.

The ultimate,

Flash mob with a world wide web of relations.

Says the author of the Book of Revelation:

Then [ saw a new heaven and a new earth;
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more.

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,

coming down out of heaven from God,

and I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling of God is with all people.

God will dwell with them, and they shall be God’s people,
and God will be with them;

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes,



and death shall be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the former things have passed away.”
And the one who sat upon the throne said,
“Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelation 21:1-6).

How then
can we make this pie in the sky
—biblical image—an earthly reality?
How can we create,
embody and call forth an inclusive community
—for all peoples of the world who hear God calling? How can this diverse
community
manage to gather
and stay together
longer than an internet flash-mob
that assembles and gathers
and disperses
in less than ten minutes.

Given the fractious,
broken, angry nature of our world.
How can we begin to form
the nucleus of God’s disparate,
inclusive Kingdom?
A kingdom, a community that lasts longer than a flash mob.

I've been thinking a lot about this notion
Continuously over these past five months.
How can there be a reign of God when
the Israeli Army
continues to annihilate the people of Gaza;
While Israeli hostages are still being held by Hamas;
As shipping and trade in the Red Sea is being is being infringed upon and bombed by
Houthis;

As the current presidential administration, continues to float the idea that we
are in the midst of “an invasion of and predatory incursion into the United States
which poses a substantial danger,” thus we can ignore the constitution and skip due
process for people in this country. And even call up the National Guard to assist with
Immigration Customs Enforcement in the US and not as just a supporting role with
logistics at the border.

In the midst of all of this...



is reconciliation:
a theological, political and psychological—
joining together
of the ripped fabric of our world, is it possible?

Reconciliation is
a word lodged in my throat.
And even wondering about reconciliation aloud,
[ know I appear
as hopelessly naive, dangerously idealistic, and politically vapid.

Yet. And still. What good is scripture if we do not wrestle with it, if we do not take it
seriously?

Reconciliation. Let’s look at the process for a moment.

Many of us when we
envision reconciliation—
blow past the very first step.
Reconciliation does not begin
with listening to each other’s stories.
It does not begin with
laying down our weapons
and beginning a conversation.
Those are steps—much farther along.
Rather the first step of reconciliation,
a step that you and I can participate in,
a step for which we do not need to hold a cabinet post, or a top secret security
clearance. The first step in reconciliation, wherever it is practiced
—is to cease being overwhelmed
with all that surrounds us.
Reconciliation fails—
most times not in the middle—
but long before it begins
when we each believe the situation
in which we find ourselves
to be beyond hope.
Reconciliation fails, when we do not even begin...
Itis then
that we limit the power of God.
Itis then
that the evil and sin of our world
begins to be solidified.
When we eliminate hope



for change,
when we make an idol of evil
and mindlessly limit the powers of God
[t is then that chaos reigns,
and despair rules.

The first step of reconciliation
is not beyond us.
It is not beyond anyone of us.
It is not something
we must leave to the powerful leaders in our world. Rather it is a process,
a prayerfulness,
a discipline we can practice in our own lives.
How can we hope for repair
of the world’s fabric
when our own personal lives
show signs of this very rupture?

The first step of reconciliation, the very first step of building the New Heaven and
New Earth
—to stop being overwhelmed by pain around us.
To cease believing that there is nothing we can do, and that it is beyond our God.
Instead, we need
remember that God is calling us—
Calling all of us who hear,
the thirsty,
all who wish to drink the water of life.
To come. To come to the water, to drink freely, without money or cost.

For God is with us.

The pain that is all around us

does not have to be the end.

As we practice and live out

that belief in our own lives—

it can build. The Flash-mob can grow—and stay.

Because with God there is hope.

As St. John Divine Said, in the book of Revelation:
“Behold, the dwelling of God is with all people.

God will dwell with them, and they shall be God’s people,
and God will be with them;

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes,

and death shall be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,



for the former things have passed away.”
And the one who sat upon the throne said,
“Behold, | make all things new.”

This planning for the Kingdom of God needs to begin with our belief in a God who is
greater and more powerful than the evil and disruptions of our world.

Let us stop limiting the power of the Holy and venture toward each other.

Amen.



