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THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE
DIOCESE OF MICHIGAN
As Amended through the 176" Diocesan Convention

ARTICLE I

Name and Boundaries

The Church in that portion of the State of Michigan lying within the counties of
Hillsdale, Lenawee, Monroe, Jackson, Washtenaw, Wayne, Ingham, Livingston,
Oakland (except for Holly Township), and Macomb, and that portion of Clinton County
south of Price Road, is and shall be known as the Diocese of Michigan of The Episcopal
Church (which is referred to as “this Diocese”).

ARTICLE II
Relation to The Episcopal Church

The Church in this Diocese accedes to the Constitution and Canons for the Government
of The Episcopal Church, and recognizes the authority of its General Convention.

ARTICLE III
Ecclesiastical Authority

The Ecclesiastical Authority of this Diocese is the Bishop. The Bishop may temporarily
place the Bishop Coadjutor in charge of this Diocese as the Ecclesiastical Authority in
case of the Bishop's temporary absence or disability. If there is no Bishop Coadjutor, or
in case of the Bishop Coadjutor’s absence or disability, the Bishop may temporarily
place a Bishop Suffragan in this Diocese in charge of this Diocese. If there is no Bishop
qualified and able to act, or in case of a vacancy in the Episcopate, the Ecclesiastical
Authority of this Diocese shall be the Standing Committee. Whenever this Constitution
or the Canons of this Diocese provide for action by the Bishop, such action, except
where otherwise specitically provided, shall be taken by the Ecclesiastical Authority.

ARTICLE IV

Conventions

Annual Convention.
There shall be a Convention of this Diocese in each year (the “Annual Convention”),
held at such time and place within this Diocese as shall have been determined by the
preceding Annual Convention. If the preceding Annual Convention has not made
such a determination, or if the Ecclesiastical Authority, acting with the advice and
consent of the Diocesan Council, determines that there is sufficient cause to change
the time or place determined by the preceding Annual Convention, the Annual
Convention shall be held at the time and place determined by the Ecclesiastical

Authority.

Special Convention.
(a)  The Ecclesiastical Authority may call a special Convention at such place

within this Diocese and time, and for such purpose, as is provided in written notice
given as provided by Canon not less than 30 days prior to such Convention. The
business of a special Convention shall be limited to those matters set forth in the
notice of that Convention.



(b) A special Convention shall be called by the Ecclesiastical Authority if the call
for a special Convention is made by written petition to the Ecclesiastical Authority,
with a copy to the Standing Committee, to convene a special Convention signed by
(i) not less than fifteen (15) members of the clergy canonically and actually resident
in this Diocese of not less than ten (10) different congregations, and (ii) the
governing bodies of not less than ten (10) different congregations, respectively,
unless the Standing Committee determines by majority vote that the subject of the
petition is not canonically permitted to come before Convention. In the case of a call
for special Convention by petition, the Ecclesiastical Authority shall convene a
special Convention of the Diocese not less than thirty (30) nor more than ninety (90)
days after presentation of such petition, and the business at such special Convention
shall be limited to the matters set forth in the petition.

Members of Convention.
(a)  The members (“Members”) of Convention with voice and vote shall be (i) the
Bishop, (ii) all other bishops, and other members of the clergy canonically and
actually resident within the Diocese (iii) any cleric of a church with whom the
Episcopal Church is in Full Communion and who is serving a call in a congregation
of this Diocese, and (iv) three lay delegates from each congregation, in union with

Convention. The Canons shall provide for method of admitting congregations into
union with Convention of this Diocese and for election of lay delegates. The lay
delegates serving as Members at the most recently adjourned Annual Convention
shall serve as delegates to any special Convention convened prior to an Annual
Convention unless replaced by action of the governing body of a congregation
which the lay delegates serve.

(b) Other persons present as officers of the Convention and as heads of
committees, boards and commissions required to report to the Convention, and all
lay presiding officers of intra-Diocesan organizations established by Canon, shall be
Members of the Convention with voice but without vote.

Officers of Convention.
(a)  The Bishop shall be President of Convention. In the Bishop's absence, or by
the Bishop’s designation, the Bishop Coadjutor, a Sutfragan Bishop of this Diocese,
or President of the Standing Committee, in that order, shall serve as President of
Convention.
(b) A Secretary shall be elected at each Annual Convention, and shall remain in
office until the next Annual Convention and until a successor is elected. Duties of
the Secretary shall be as prescribed by Convention and by Canon.
(¢)  Other officers may be appointed or elected as prescribed by Canon.

Voting.
(a)  All Members shall deliberate and vote as a single body except where
provision is made for voting by orders. On all matters except those provided for by
this Constitution, by Canon or by the rules of Convention duly adopted requiring a
greater vote, a majority vote of those present and voting shall be required to adopt
the question being voted upon. The Canons may provide for the denial of voice and
vote by Members for causes specified.
(b)  The Members shall vote by orders, clergy and lay, when five (5) Members
with voice and vote either (i) to approve a motion to vote by orders made at the time
of call for a vote on the question or (ii) have petitioned the President of the
Convention in writing for a vote by orders in advance of the introduction of the
motion upon which a vote by orders is petitioned. When a vote by orders is taken,
unless otherwise required by this Constitution, by Canon or by rule of Convention
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duly adopted requiring a greater vote, a majority of each order shall be required to
adopt the question being voted upon.

(¢)  Inthe election of a Bishop, Bishop Coadjutor, or Bishop Suffragan, the two
orders shall always vote separately.

ARTICLE V
Amendments to the Constitution

This Constitution may be amended in the manner provided for in this Article.

An amendment may be proposed by the Committee on Constitution and Canons (for
purpose of this Article, the “Committee”) or by written petition of not less than ten (10)
communicants in this Diocese. A proposed amendment shall be submitted in writing to
the Committee not less than 120 days before the Convention at which it is to be
considered. The Committee shall make a written report concerning a proposed
amendment and file the report with the Secretary of Convention not less than 60 days
before the date of the Convention. The Secretary shall cause the report of the Committee
and proposed amendment to be mailed to the clergy and lay delegates to the
Convention not less than 30 days prior to the date of said Convention. The Committee
shall report the proposed amendment to the Convention with or without
recommendation.

When a proposed amendment is first before a Convention for consideration,
amendments thereto may be made by a majority vote before final action thereon. If the
proposed amendment, including amendments thereto, if any, made during the debate,
is approved and adopted by a two-thirds vote of the Members present (“initial
approval”), it shall lie over to the Annual Convention that occurs next after the initial
approval (the “next Annual Convention”) for final approval and adoption.

When a proposed amendment is before the next Annual Convention for final approval,
its reading shall be the first order of business after the declaration by the President that
the Convention is organized and ready to do business. At the next Annual Convention,
the proposed amendment may be further amended by a two-thirds vote of the
Members present, and if so amended, the proposed amendment as so amended shall lie
over to the next succeeding Annual Convention (the “succeeding Annual Convention”)
for final approval and adoption. At any succeeding Annual Convention, further
amendments may be made in the manner above provided, and the proposed
amendment shall lie over until each succeeding Annual Convention until adopted or
defeated.

Amendment to this Constitution must be approved by a vote of two-thirds of the
Members present at the Convention when the proposed amendment is properly betore
the Convention. When the proposed amendment is approved and adopted without
further amendment at an Annual Convention at which it is properly before the
Convention, it shall become final and effective as of the close of business of the Annual
Convention.

11



THE CANONS OF THE DIOCESE OF MICHIGAN
As amended through the 185" Convention of the Diocese of Michigan — October 2019

The Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Michigan incorporate the Canons of
The Episcopal Church (“TEC”) as adopted and amended from time to time (sometimes
referred to as the “Canons of the General Convention”). The authority of the Diocese is
vested in and exercised by its Bishop, its Bishop Coadjutor, if there is one, its
Convention, and its Standing Committee, acting under and in subordination to The
Episcopal Church, its General Convention, Constitution, Canons and Regulations. To
the extent there is any conflict between the text of the Canons of this Diocese and the
Canons of the General Convention, the latter shall govern. References in the Canons of
this Diocese to “the Canons of this Diocese” shall mean the Canons of this Diocese
incorporating the Canons of the General Convention.

1. CONVENTIONS

1.0 Conventions, Generally. Conventions are the formal gathering of the Church in
this Diocese. The corporation known as “The Episcopal Diocese of Michigan,”
incorporated under the laws of the State of Michigan, is recognized as under the
authority and jurisdiction of the Convention of this Diocese, which is the originating
body for legislative, electoral, and fiscal matters concerning diocesan operations.

1.1 Voice and Vote. All recognized congregations are constituent parts of this

Diocese and are traditionally described as being “in union with Convention.” The right
to voice and vote at Conventions is reserved to recognized congregations admitted to
voting status by Convention in accordance with these Canons. A list of all recognized
congregations, indicating type and contact information, shall be published at the time of
each Convention, and entered in the Journal of the Convention.

1.1.1 Members of Convention. The Members of Convention of this Diocese are
defined in Article IV of the Constitution.

1.1.1.1  Members of the Clergy. The Ecclesiastical Authority shall cause to be
prepared prior to each Convention a list of all members of the clergy qualified
under the Constitution to serve as Members of Convention with voice and vote,
and identitying each by the congregation being served, if any. The list shall be
published at the time of each Convention, and entered in the Journal of the
Convention.

1.1.1.1.1 Attendance. All members of the clergy qualitied to be Members of
Convention with voice and vote shall attend all business sessions of a
Convention unless excused by the President.

1.1.1.2  Lay Delegates. Fach congregation that has been admitted as a Voting
Congregation shall elect laypersons to serve as Members of Convention (“lay
delegates”), three of whom shall be designated “delegates” and additional
persons as “alternate delegates.” Persons elected to serve as Members of
Convention shall have the same qualifications as required for voting at the
annual meeting of the congregation. Laypersons elected to serve as Members of
Convention shall serve as delegates, with voice and vote, to all Conventions and
to the annual caucus of the Deanery of which their congregation is a constituent
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held following their election until their successors are elected. In addition, lay
delegates may be appointed to serve on Convention Committees or on other
bodies of the Diocese, as their particular gifts, skills and interests may make
desirable.

1.1.1.2.1. Method of Election. Laypersons to serve as Members of Convention
shall be elected by a Voting Congregation’s Governing Body or by the
members of the congregation at a meeting called in accordance with these
Canons.

1.1.1.2.2 Timing of Election. For the Annual Convention, laypersons to serve
as Members of Convention shall be elected not less than 120 days prior to the
scheduled convening of Annual Convention. The secretary of each
congregation that has been admitted as a Voting Congregation shall notify
the Secretary of Convention in writing of the names of persons elected and
their status as delegates or alternate delegates not less than 115 days prior to
the scheduled date for convening of the Annual Convention. For Special
Conventions, the secretary of the congregation shall notify the Secretary of
Convention in writing of the names of persons elected and their status as
delegates or alternate delegates within 30 days after the call of the Special
Convention.

1.1.1.2.3 Vacancies. If any layperson elected as a delegate is unable or
unwilling to serve, the member of the clergy in charge of the congregation, in
consultation with the wardens, or the wardens if there is no member of the
clergy in charge of the congregation, shall fill the vacancy with a layperson
meeting the qualifications for election, and notify the Secretary of Convention
in writing of the name of the person so appointed and the name of the person
whose vacancy is filled.

1.1.1.2.4 Credentials. The Committee on Qualifications shall present to
Convention a roll of all laypersons elected to serve as Members of Convention
with voice and vote as prepared by the Secretary of Convention. This roll
shall be presented to the Convention for approval as the Convention’s second
order of business, and, when approved, shall be entered in the Journal of the
Convention.

1.1.1.2.5 Dispute. If the right of any layperson to serve as a Member of
Convention with voice and vote is disputed, the dispute shall be presented to
the Committee on Qualifications for determination, and its recommendation
concerning the right of such person to voice and vote at Convention shall be
binding unless disapproved by a vote of a majority of all Members of
Convention whose voice and vote are not in dispute.

1.1.1.2.6 Attendance. Lay delegates shall attend all Conventions and the
annual caucus ot the Deanery of which their recognized congregation is a
constituent held following their election until their successors are elected. In
the absence of a delegate, an elected alternate delegate, as designated by the
member of the clergy in charge of the congregation, or, if there is no member
of the clergy in charge, as designated by the remaining delegates, shall serve.
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11.2 Notice of Conventions.

1.1.2.1  Written Notice. The Secretary of Convention shall cause to be given
written notice of the call of a Convention, within the times and in the manner
required by the Constitution and by these Canons, to each member of the clergy
who would be entitled to voice and vote at a Convention as provided in the
Constitution and these Canons and to the secretary of each congregation that has
been admitted as a Voting Congregation.

1.1.2.2  Transmittal of Information. Not less than thirty (30) days before an
Annual Convention or less than fifteen (15) days before a Special Convention, the
Secretary shall cause to be provided to each Member of Convention a copy of
resolutions and of other matters to be acted upon at the Convention that have

been submitted to the Secretary.

1513 Quorum. Unless a different quorum requirement is specifically provided
in these Canons, the presence of thirty (30) members of the clergy and forty-five (45)
laypersons, all of whom are Members of Convention shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business. The existence of a quorum shall be required for all
business of a Convention other than a motion to adjourn.

1.14 Establishment and Conduct of Business of Convention. All business to
come before a Convention, other than administrative matters and for the election of

a Bishop, shall be in the form of a resolution with accompanying report. The rules
contained in Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised (the then-current edition, as it may
be amended from time to time) shall govern the Convention in all cases to which
they are applicable to the extent they are not inconsistent with these Canons and any
special rules of order the Convention may adopt.

1141  Proposal of Resolutions. Resolutions may be proposed by any Member
of Convention; any Congregation (when approved by the congregation’s
governing body); chartered Special Ministry Initiative; Convention Committee;
the Diocesan Council; any commission, committee or task force established by
Diocesan Council, the Ecclesiastical Authority, or the Convention; the General
Convention Deputation (when acting by majority of the deputation); the
Standing Committee; Commission on Ministry or the Trustees; and shall be
moved by a member of the sponsoring organization who is a Member of
Convention. If no member of the sponsoring organization is a Member of
Convention, the assembly may grant privilege of the floor to a member of the
sponsoring organization, or, at the request of the sponsoring organization, the
Secretary of Convention shall move the resolution. The sponsor of any proposed
resolution, other than resolutions of Governing Bodies of the Diocese (as defined
below), shall submit in writing the proposed resolution and accompanying
report to the Secretary for referral to the Committee on Reference for review and
recommendation, not less than sixty (60) days prior to the date scheduled for
convening of an Annual Convention and not less than forty-five (45) days prior
to the date scheduled for convening of a Special Convention.

1.1.4.2  Timely Submittal. A resolution that has not been submitted in a timely
manner to the Secretary shall not be considered at a Convention unless the
Members of Convention vote by a two-thirds majority of all Members of
Convention to consider such matter. Governing Bodies of the Diocese (being the
Standing Committee, the Trustees and the Diocesan Council) may present

14



resolutions with reports on matters germane to their canonical responsibility not
less than thirty (30) days prior to the date scheduled for convening of an Annual
Convention and not less than five (5) days prior to the date of a Special
Convention as to matters germane to such Convention.

1.1.4.2.1 Resolutions Funded by Budget. To be considered for funding in the
budget to be submitted to Annual Convention, a resolution requiring
substantial operating funds first shall be submitted to Diocesan Council not
less than one hundred fifty (150) days prior to Annual Convention for study
and determination of the funding impact on other programs. Resolutions
presented to Convention must include a reasonable estimate of costs to the
Diocese, over what time period, and the manner in which such costs are to be
financed. The Diocesan Council shall include discussion of a resolution
requiring funding in the open hearings on the budget. Following those
hearings and immediately following the development of the draft budget by
Diocesan Council one hundred twenty (120) days prior to Annual
Convention, Diocesan Council shall forward to the Committee on Reference
the results of its determination and its recommendations concerning funding.
The recommendations of the Council shall be provided to the Members of
Convention not less than thirty (30) days prior to Annual Convention. A
resolution requiring substantial funding that is submitted less than one
hundred fitty (150) days prior to Annual Convention may be considered by
Diocesan Council and recommendations made to the Members of Convention
if Diocesan Council so decides, or may be referred for consideration in the
next budget cycle.

1.1.4.2.2 Resolutions Funded by Solicitation. A resolution authorizing
solicitation of financial support by a committee or other recognized body of
this Diocese from the governing bodies of recognized congregations or
individual members of the congregations first shall be submitted to Diocesan
Council not less than one hundred fifty (150) days prior to Annual
Convention. The Diocesan Council shall include discussion of a resolution
requiring funding in the open hearings on the budget. Following those
hearings and immediately following the development of the draft budget by
Diocesan Council one hundred twenty (120) days prior to Annual
Convention, Diocesan Council shall forward to the Committee on Reference
the results of its determination and its recommendations concerning funding.
The recommendation of the Council regarding such resolution shall be
provided to the Members of Convention not less than thirty (30) days prior to
Convention. The provisions of this Canon shall not apply to Episcopal
Community Services of Michigan (ECS) which shall have continuing
authorization to solicit financial support from the congregations and
members of this Diocese for the benefit of those agencies identified by ECS
and approved by Diocesan Council. A resolution requiring substantial
funding that is submitted less than one hundred fifty (150) days prior to
Annual Convention may be considered by Diocesan Council and
recommendations made to the Members of Convention if Diocesan Council
so decides, or may be referred for consideration in the next budget cycle.

1.1.4.3 Reports of Organizations. Any organization or tederation of Church

members recognized by Convention within the Diocese shall have the right to
make written reports and recommendations to the Convention on any aspect of
the organization’s work.
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