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Minutes of Diocesan Council Meeting  

Meeting on Saturday, June 15, 2024, at 10:00 AM 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Plymouth, MI  

 

In attendance:  

Council Members: Bishop Bonnie Perry, Emily Williams Guffey, Maryjane Peck, Gwyn Dugliss, Jenny Ritter, 

Diana Walworth, Katie Walworth, Chris Harris, Michele Wogaman, Teri Landreth, Jamie Taylor, Luke 

Thompson, Edie Wakevainen (Secretary) 

Chancellor: Steve Ott 

Diocesan Staff: Jo Ann Hardy (COO, Canon to the Ordinary), Mark Miliotto (Treasurer, Canon for Finance) 

Absent: Halim Shukair, Karen Lewis, Greg Wortley, RaeLee Baxter, Judith Schellhammer (Assisting Secretary), 

Lynn Wiggins 

****************************************************************************************** 

Opening Prayer – Bishop Perry 

Roundtable Discussion – Bishop Perry 

What is your favorite summer activity? Will you have an opportunity for your favorite activity this summer? 

Acceptance of Agenda – Bishop Perry  

Maryjane Peck moved to approve the agenda; Jenny Ritter seconded. Motion passed. 

Bishop Perry’s Update – Leadership Development Discussion 

Lay HR Handbook (including Parental Leave Policy page) –Chris Harris 

The HR Committee moved to approve the handbook; motion passed. 

 

Discussion of 2025 Draft Operating Budget – Mission Budget Committee/Mark Miliotto 

The Committee’s motion to approve this budget was seconded. Motion passed. Thanks to Mission Budget and 

supporting Diocesan Staff for their thorough work. 
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Consideration of New Ministry grant – Jo Ann Hardy 

The Church at Crossroads, Detroit ($20,000) 

Jo Ann Hardy moved to approve this grant. Teri Landreth seconded. Motion passed. 

Updated Financial Reports – Mark Miliotto 

Maryjane Peck moved, and Chris Harris seconded, to receive the financial reports and file for audit. Motion 

passed.  

Opportunity Resource Fund Renewal – Mark Miliotto 

Canon Miliotto discussed renewing investment 97-4-45-R19, $200,000 at 3% for five years.  

Maryjane Peck moved to renew, and Jenny Ritter seconded. Motion passed. 

Request from St. Aidan’s, Ann Arbor for Parish Status – Jo Ann Hardy 

Jenny Ritter moved, and Maryjane Peck seconded, approval of St. Aidan’s request for parish status. Motion 

passed. 

Approval of Timeline to the 190th Diocesan Convention (October 18/19, 2024) – Jo Ann Hardy 

Jenny Ritter moved, and Diana Walworth seconded, approval of the timeline to the 190th Diocesan Convention. 

Motion passed. 

Loans and Grants Committee Action Items – Emily Williams Guffey, Chair 

1. St. Matthew’s & St. Joseph’s, Detroit (consultant fee for energy assessment for kitchen renovation project): 

After reviewing the application, and all supporting documents (bids, financial reports, and more!) for the 

request, the Loans and Grants Committee moves that a grant in the amount of $5,000 be awarded to St. 

Matthew’s & St. Joseph’s, Detroit. The funds will be distributed pending receipt of an up to date audit report. 

Motion passed. 

2. St. Thomas’, Trenton (replacing heating and cooling system): After reviewing the application, and all 

supporting documents (bid, financial reports, recent audit), the Loans and Grants Committee moves that a 

grant in the amount of $10,000 be awarded to St. Thomas, Trenton, as well as a loan in an amount not to 

exceed $282,090. Terms of the loan will be negotiated with appropriate members of the diocesan staff. Motion 

passed. (Maryjane Peck abstained.) 

 

Ratification of Executive Committee Actions – Edie Wakevainen 

Since the last meeting, the following items were approved by the Executive Committee as submitted. 
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Ratification by the full body of Council is required. 

1. Loans and Grants Committee Report: 

The Committee has reviewed 2 grant requests and all required documents, and makes the following 

recommendations: 

a) St. Andrew’s Waterford:  That a grant in the amount of $10,000 be awarded to the congregation to help 

with their parking lot resurfacing project.  The total amount of the project is $127,500.  If granted, funds will 

be held pending receipt of a current audit report. 

b) Trinity, St. Clair Shores:  That a grant in the amount of $10,000 be awarded to the congregation towards 

their roof replacement. The total amount of the project is $47,737.  If granted, funds will be held pending 

receipt of a current audit report. 

Maryjane Peck moved to ratify, and Jenny Ritter seconded. Motion passed. 

2. Land Contracts:  I (Canon Hardy) have received communication from four of our land contract buyers.  For 

various reasons, each would like to extend the terms of their contract.  These are all long term buyers, who 

have either reached a balloon payment, or has the need to extend the terms due to financial hardship.  I have 

reviewed each with Mark, and we agree that these new terms are in the best interests of the buyers and of the 

diocese. In each case, Canon Mark Miliotto and I will work with the buyers to finalize the terms (interest rate, 

new amortization schedules, etc.) prior to execution.    When appropriate, I will consult with the diocesan real 

estate broker who supports our work. 

Recommendations for consideration are: 

1. Property of St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Detroit (original land contract: 2017):  Buyers, Beth 

Eden Ministries would like to move $11,720 in arrears land contract payments to the end of the land 

contract term and reduce their monthly land contract payment from $1250 to $1000 

2. Property of St. Andrew’s, Clawson (original land contract: 2012):  Crossroads Christian Church has 

requested to execute a 3 year addendum to their land contract through January 2027.  (has reached 

balloon payment) 

3. Property of St. Peter’s, Tecumseh (original land contract 2019:  Buyer has requested to extend his 

land contract an additional 3 years, beginning March 2025.  Buyer wishes to make sure that the 

addendum is approved in advance so that he can continue to keep accepting bookings for the now 

event venue https://www.occasionshallandeventcenter.com/ .   (has reached balloon payment) 

https://www.occasionshallandeventcenter.com/
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4. Property of Trinity, Detroit (original land contract 2021):  Buyer has requested that 9 months of 

land contract payments be moved to the end of their contract.  Next payment would be due November 

2024.  Buyer has been consistently paying monthly amount in advance.  

Jenny Ritter moved to ratify, and Maryjane Peck seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Approval of March 2024 Minutes – Edie Wakevainen 

Teri Landreth moved the approval of the March 2024 minutes Jenny Ritter seconded. Motion passed.   

Closing Prayer – Bishop Perry 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon. 

Next Council Meeting:  September 21, 2024 


