DEesseet

Minutes of Diocesan Council Meeting
Via Zoom, Saturday, November 9, 2024, 10:00 AM

In Attendance:

Council Members:

Bishop Bonnie Perry, Eric Braun, Chip Dischinger, Gwyn Dugliss, Chris Harris, Teri Landreth,
Jenny Ritter, Judith Schellhammer, Halim Shukair, Jamie Taylor, Diana Walworth, Katie
Walworth, Lynn Wiggins, Michele Wogaman, Greg Wortley

Chancellor:

Steve Ott

Diocesan Staff: Ellen Ekevag (Canon for Congregational Development and Transition), Mark
Miliotto (Treasurer, Canon for Finance)

Absent: Emily Williams Guffrey, Karen Lewis, RaeLee Baxter
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Call to Order
Meeting was called to order at 10:00 am.

Opening Prayer

Bishop Bonnie led our opening prayer.

Acceptance of the Agenda
MOTION: Motion to accept the agenda by Chris Harris and seconded by Michele Wogaman.
MOTION PASSED

Opening Bible Study: Matthew

We read the passage twice; after the second, we went into breakout rooms to discuss “where in
the world and in your life do you need prayer?

Bishop Perry’s Time

® insuch atime as this....
o Bishop Perry led a discussion about the Press Release regarding Responding
Faithfully and Moving Forward. Including that the mainline Protestant churches



have a voice in this. Subsequently, the Detroit News published an article: “Some
Michigan Episcopal congregations aim to offer post-Election Day Healing”
(published November 8).

e Convention 2024—your thoughts those who attended
o Members discussed high satisfaction with the sessions, which were videotaped
and published on the EDOMI website.

e Reparations/Civil Rights Pilgrimage — March 2025
o Canon Ekevag shared a slide with information on the Pilgrimage.
o The dates are March 6-9. Bishop Perry encouraged all Council members to
attend.

e My longing for Diocesan Council

o Bishop Perry reminded everyone that the Diocesan Council exists to make
decisions between conventions.

o Bishop Perry asked that we be “audacious” and dream about how we can have
an impact in the world.

o Bishop Perry shared as an example that the Diocese of Texas sets benchmarks for
how many people they are reaching.

o Bishop Perry wants us to have a prayer life together and to be leaders.

Mission and Conversation

® Purpose of Diocesan Council and On Boarding
o Canon Ekevag shared slides on this section and will make them available to
Council members.

e Diocesan Council Officers

o Dean. MOTION: Bishop Perry proposed that Chris Harris remain Dean. This was
moved by Eric Braun and seconded by Judith Schellhammer. MOTION PASSED.

o Warden. MOTION: Bishop Perry proposed that Gwyn Dugliss serve as Warden.
This was moved by Chris Harris and seconded by Jenny. MOTION PASSED.

o Chair of Mission Budget. Michele Wogaman will continue in this role.

o Secretary and Assistant Secretary. MOTION: Bishop Perry proposed that Jamie
Taylor serve as Secretary. This was moved by Teri Landreth and seconded by
Jenny Ritter. MOTION PASSED.

m A determination of who will serve as Assistant Secretary will be made
later.

o Chancellor. Steve Ott will continue to serve as Chancellor.
o Treasurer. Mark Miliotto will continue to serve as Treasurer.



e Executive Council. Bishop Perry said that the Executive Council will include the Warden,
Dean, Secretary, and Chair of Mission Budget.

e Overview of our Work 2024-2025

o Committees and Tasks Forces for 2024-2025 Diocesan Council
o Mission Budget
o @Grants and Loans
m Bishop Perry suggested Jenny Ritter, but no decision was made.
o Diocesan Convention
m This committee will explore location possibilities and costs.
Explore ways to move the system forward. WIll remain in-person.
Bishop Perry wants two Council members (or non-Council) to
work with staff on this.
o Healthcare
m Bishop Perry says we will continue indefinitely with Church
Insurance, and we’ll need to determine what plan we want and
how to pay for it.
o Environmental Task Force / Recording Environmental Resolutions
m Bishop Perry asked that the Environmental Task Force meet and
report back to the Diocesan Council.
m  MOTION. Bishop Perry proposed that Teri Landreth lead this Task
Force. This was moved by Jenny Ritter and seconded by Gwyn
Dugliss. MOTION PASSED.
m  MOTION: Bishop Perry proposed that the Environmental Task
Force continue for another year. This was moved by Chris Harris
and seconded by Michele Wogaman. MOTION PASSED.

Information and Decisions

e Loans and Grants Committee (Canon Mark Miliotto)

o MOTION. Mark Miliotto made a motion for a $50,000 grant to Resurrection

Clarkston. MOTION PASSED
e Diocesan Staff Clergy Housing Allowances (Canon Mark Milliotto)

o0 Whereas the Reverend Veronica Dunbar is employed as a minister of the Gospel
of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan, which does not provide a residence for her,
the Diocesan Council resolves that, of the salary to be paid to Reverend Dunbar
during 2025, $12,272 be designated as parsonage allowance within the meaning
of that term as used in Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986.

o Whereas the Reverend Canon Ellen Ekevag is employed as a minister of the
Gospel of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan, which does not provide a residence



for her, the Diocesan Council resolves that, of the salary to be paid to Reverend
Canon Ekevag during 2025, $71,000 be designated as parsonage allowance
within the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986.

o Whereas the Right Reverend Dr Bonnie A Perry is employed as a minister of the
Gospel of the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan, which does not provide a residence
for her, the Diocesan Council resolves that, of the salary to be paid to Reverend
Perry during 2025, $50,000 be designated as parsonage allowance within the
meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986.

o Whereas the Reverend Susie Shaefer is employed as a minister of the Gospel of
the Episcopal Diocese of Michigan, which does not provide a residence for her,
the Diocesan Council resolves that, of the salary to be paid to Reverend Shaefer
during 2025, $49,000 be designated as parsonage allowance within the meaning
of that term as used in Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986.

o MOTION. Mark Miliotto made a motion for the staff allowances above. MOTION
PASSED

Approval of Last Meeting Minutes

o MOTION. Approve Meeting Minutes of the September 2024 meeting. This was

moved by Teri Landreth and seconded by Chris Harris. MOTION PASSED.
Dates for 2025 Diocesan Council Meetings.

o January 18, March 29, May 21, June 25, 7-9 (in person, location TBD), September
20, and November 8. Note added after meeting: New dates were proposed by
the Executive Committee—please refer to the January Diocesan Council Meeting
Agenda/Minutes.

Financial Report

MOTION. Mark Miliotto presented the Financial Report for approval. This was moved by
Judith Schellhammer and seconded by Halim Shukair. MOTION PASSED.

Mark also presented the Listing of Restricted, Designated, and Unrestricted Funds. He
and Bishop Perry suggested we read through it on our own in detail to familiarize
ourselves with the funds.

Review of Action Items and Important Upcoming Dates

Going Forward Resources and Bishop’s Upcoming Sermon - Sunday, November 10
Veterans Day Service Sunday, November 10th at 4pm at the Cathedral

Diaconate Ordinations 11am November 23rd at the Cathedral

Advent Book Study begins 7pm December 4 (zoom)

Clergy Quiet Day - December 5th (Renamed Clergy Reflection Day)

New Ministry Celebration — Rev. Chip Dischinger, Trinity Belleville, 7pm December 10
New Ministry Celebration - Rev. Michelle Werner, St. George’s, Milford, 7pm December
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e Diocesan Open House w/Lessons & Carols - Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 3pm December
21

Closing Prayer
The Closing prayer was given by Diana Walworth.

Adjournment
e The meeting adjourned at 12:15pm.

Minutes Respectfully Submitted,
Jamie Taylor, Diocesan Council Secretary



